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in this issue >>>





Halloween Safety Tips


Outdoor activity Safety


Re-cap on Parasite Protection


Weight management during upcoming winter months





In The Next Issue





coming soon >>>





Issue





TWO





on  





As you and your pets enjoy the summer months, please keep these safety concerns in mind.  Feel free to address any specific health concerns with our doctors and staff.  Enjoy!





Call











Any pet that cannot cool himself off is at risk for heatstroke. 


Following these guidelines can help prevent serious problems.





Move your dog to a cool area of the house.





Wetting down your dog with cool water or allowing him to swim can help maintain a normal body temperature.





Avoid places like the beach and especially concrete or asphalt areas where heat is reflected and there is no access to shade.











Keep pets with predisposing conditions like heart disease, obesity, older age, or breathing problems cool and in the shade. Even normal activity for these pets can be harmful.                                                                                       





Provide access to water at all times.





Do not leave your pet in a hot parked car even if you’re in the shade or will only be gone a short time. The temperature inside a parked car can quickly reach up to 140 degrees.





Make sure outside dogs have access to shade.





On a hot day, restrict exercise and don’t take your dog jogging with you. Too much exercise when the weather is very hot can be dangerous.





Do not muzzle your dog.





   …continued on next page








Dizziness


Vomiting- sometimes with blood


Diarrhea


Shock


Coma








Signs of Heat Stroke:


Rapid panting		


Bright red tongue


Red or Pale gums


Thick, sticky saliva


Depression


Weakness








Heatstroke occurs when normal body mechanisms cannot keep the body's temperature in a safe range. Animals do not have efficient cooling systems (like humans who sweat) and get overheated easily.  In dogs and cats, heatstroke is a rectal temperature over 104 degrees.  Rapid first aid and veterinary attention is needed if your pet becomes overheated.





How to Keep Your “Hotdog” (or Cat) Cool 





Heat Stroke
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Contact us at:


11105 State Bridge Rd.  Ste. 100


Johns Creek, GA 30022


Phone: 770-569-5799


Fax: 678-218-1878


bpanimalhospital@yahoo.com











   








Now you can manage your pet’s health care from your computer!  Our PET PORTAL allows you to access your pet’s medical information, request a medical, grooming or boarding appointment or contact our doctors and staff online.  Our ONLINE STORE also provides the convenience of ordering Heartworm, Flea and Tick medications, prescription foods and other common medications used to manage long term conditions.  Our store uses approved channels to obtain these medications (unlike many other online pharmacies) and proper handling is assured.  The price of these medications is also comparable to discount online pet pharmacies.   Take advantage of the convenience of at home delivery while knowing the medications you are receiving come from your veterinarian.





HOW TO ACCESS PET PORTAL





Click on the PET PORTAL box � HYPERLINK "http://www.bpanimalhospital.com/" ��� 





If you received an e-mail from us, then use your e-mail with the password listed in that e-mail to log in. 


If you did not receive an e-mail, you may click �





Complete the form. Within 24-48 hours you will receive a confirmation email.   Then log in with that information. 


** Please check your spam folder**





Order your pet’s medication or food by clicking on “Shop Online” on the top right row.








How to Use our Pet Portal ONLINE STORE:





current topics >>>





Pets can become very frightened by fireworks if noises have not been a problem in the past





Resist the urge to take your pet to fireworks displays!! 





Do not leave your pet in the car. With only hot air to breathe inside a car, your pet can suffer serious health effects—even death—in a few short minutes. Partially opened windows do not provide sufficient air, but they do provide an opportunity for your pet to be stolen. 





Keep your pets indoors at home in a sheltered, quiet area. Some animals can become destructive when frightened, so be sure that you've removed any items that your pet could destroy or that would be harmful to your pet if chewed.





Never leave pets outside unattended, even in a fenced yard or on a chain.





4th of July Safety Tips





Make sure your pets are wearing identification tags so that if they do become lost, they can be returned promptly.





If you plan to go away for the holiday weekend, read our information on websites on pet Friendly places. 





Heat stroke continued >>>





Remove your pet from the hot area immediately. Prior to taking him to your veterinarian, lower his temperature by wetting him thoroughly with cool water (for very small dogs and cats, use lukewarm water), then increase air movement around him with a fan. CAUTION: Using very cold water can actually be counterproductive. Cooling too quickly and especially allowing his body temperature to become too low can cause other life-threatening medical conditions. The rectal temperature should be checked every 5 minutes. Once the body temperature is 103F, the cooling measures should be stopped and your pet should be dried thoroughly and covered so he does not continue to lose heat. Even if your pet appears to be recovering, take him to your veterinarian as soon as possible. He should still be examined since he may be dehydrated or have other complications.


What your veterinarian will do:


Your veterinarian will lower your dog’s body temperature to a safe range (if you have not already) and continually monitor his temperature. Your pet will be given fluids, and possibly oxygen. He will be monitored for shock, respiratory distress, kidney failure, heart abnormalities, and other complications, and treated accordingly. Blood samples may be taken before and during the treatment. The clotting time of the blood will be monitored, since clotting problems are a common complication. 


Aftercare:


Dogs and cats  with moderate heatstroke often recover without complicating health problems. Severe heatstroke can cause organ damage that might need ongoing care such as a special diet prescribed by your veterinarian. Pets who suffer from heat stroke once increase their risk for getting it again and steps must be taken to prevent it on hot, humid days.








It is very important to administer medication to prevent heartworms to your dog or cat monthly!  Heartworm disease is transmitted by mosquitoes.  In the southeast US, we see heavy transmission of heartworm disease year-round.  Heartworm disease can be fatal to dog and cats but is easily prevented.  Please be sure to ask any of our experienced staff which medication is best for your pet. Please feel free to visit the websites listed to the right to find out more important information on Heartworm Disease and Heartworm Prevention.











�HYPERLINK "http://www.heartwormsociety.org"�www.heartwormsociety.org�


�HYPERLINK "http://www.petsandparasites.org"�www.petsandparasites.org�


www.heartgard.us.merial.com www.trifexis.com��HYPERLINK "http://www.interceptor.novartis.us"�www.interceptor.novartis.us�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.veterinarypartner.com" �www.veterinarypartner.com�








Heartworm Disease and Prevention Information Websites.











Mosquitoes





Your Pet’s Worst Enemy





Going to the Pool, Lake or Beach can be a wonderful summer time activity for you & your dog, but be aware of the possible hidden dangers.  





Use a life jacket for your dog whenever they go swimming


Don’t assume that every dog knows how to swim, or that they want to swim


Watch for fatigue.  Even experienced swimmers can drown if they become tired.  


If swimming in a pool, make to rinse your dog off after they are done (to removed chemicals) 


Ensure that pets are allowed to swim at your chosen location


At lakes or Beaches watch out for other wildlife they may be harmful to your pet  (ie: crabs, jellyfish, snapping turtles)








Should I use Flea & Tick prevention even if my pet swims a lot?


 





Yes.  However, be sure to check package insert as bathing or swimming may require special application instructions.  We also offer an oral Flea prevention that is good for those active swimmers


Also if you see a tick on your pet and the tick has become attached, use a tick removal tool to remove it.  If you are unsure how to properly remove a tick, take your pet to a veterinarian.  


DO NOT USE YOUR HANDS OR A MATCH TO REMOVE A TICK!  





Q:





A:





ask the experts >>>





�HYPERLINK "http://www.petfriendlytravel.com"�www.petfriendlytravel.com�





�HYPERLINK "http://www.dogfriendly.com"�www.dogfriendly.com�





�HYPERLINK "http://www.hikewithyourdog.com"�www.hikewithyourdog.com�





�HYPERLINK "http://www.mypetfriendlycabin.com"�www.mypetfriendlycabin.com�





�HYPERLINK "http://www.peoplewithpets.com"�www.peoplewithpets.com�











Travel Information websites for 


Pet  Friendly Places





www.dogfriendly.com


www.petfriendlytravel.com/dog_beaches








Pool, Lake & Beach Safety








What you should do:





advice >>>




















